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We are proud of presenting an online law bulletin - Supreme Court Online Bulletin, in short SCOB,
in order to provide for ready case references to the Hon'ble Judges, learned Advocates, other
members of the legal community, media and the people at large. A surfeit of case laws are
generated every year by both the Divisions of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh having farreaching
effect and impact on the functioning of the Judiciary as well as other vital organs and pillars of a
democratic State, e.g., the Executive, Legislature and the Media. However, even the Judges of the
Supreme Court find it difficult to cope with such quick legal developments due to the lack of
proper communication apparatus which may, sometimes, be the cause of inconsistent and/or
contradictory decisions by different Benches of the High Court Division on a particular legal issue.
These inconsistencies, though rare, draw criticisms and harsh strictures from the Appellate
Division, particularly when some Benches of the High Court Division issue Rules and/or pass
orders which evidently transgress the legal parameters as set by the Appellate Division from time to
time. In such cases, litigant people also get confused as to the real position of law regarding a
particular issue. Considering these aspects, amongst others, the Supreme Court has taken the
initiative to launch this online bulletin under the direct patronization of the Hon'ble Chief Justice of
the Bangladesh and guidance from the Judicial Reform Committee of the Supreme Court. This
purpose of dissemination is the raison d'etre of this Supreme Court Online Bulletin (SCOB).

In the struggle to establish the rule of law, the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, through its numerous
judicial pronouncements on various issues of law and constitutional importance, has already made
its presence heavily felt by the concerned stakeholders in this country. Having successfully
grappled with different important constitutional issues such as the separation of the Judiciary from
the Executive, restrictions on the amending power of the Parliament in respect of certain Articles of
the Constitution touching the basic structures of the same, issuance of Suo Motu Rules by the High
Court Division, power of the Appellate Division to review the judgments passed by it on the
appeals preferred by the war-crime convicts, are some examples by which the Supreme Court has
endeavoured to act in true sense and spirit as the guardian of the Constitution and principal
protector of the rule of law. Nevertheless, the aforesaid huge accomplishments of the Supreme
Court are not effectively known to the concerned players of the society because of a long-standing
vacuum in the dissemination process. This law bulletin will, no doubt, try to bridge that vacuum to
a great extent, knowing very well that it would be a daunting task altogether.

Though, initially, the plan was to publish one bulletin in each month, yet, considering the
generation of voluminous case laws in future, we are keeping it open for the editors of tomorrow to
publish, if necessary, more than one bulletin in a month. Accordingly, the word "Monthly"', before
the word "Bulletin" has been taken off and as such the name of this bulletin has been chosen as
"Supreme Court Online Bulletin", in short - "SCOB".

At the end, while we express our gratitude to the Hon'ble Chief Justice of Bangladesh, Judicial
Reform Committee of the Supreme Court, our research associates, IT personnel and all others who
have extended co-operation in preparing and publishing the SCOB, we welcome comments,
constructive criticisms and suggestions in order to improve the quality of the SCOB from the legal
fraternity and the media through our contact e-mail (scob@supremecourtcourt.gov.bd).

Thank you all.
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